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Summary: 
 
Attitudes of Singaporeans and permanent residents toward gays and lesbians although sharply 
polarised and predominantly negative, have shifted slightly over a five-year span to become a little 
more favourable. This was found by a research team from the Wee Kim Wee School of 
Communication and Information at NTU.  
 
A nationally representative survey of 959 adult Singaporeans and permanent residents (PRs) found 
that people with higher levels of education and freethinkers tend to have more positive attitudes. 
Those who had higher interpersonal contact with gay men and lesbians and watched more films 
and television shows with homosexual characters were also likely to express more positive attitudes 
toward gays and lesbians, and to show greater acceptance. 
 
The study was published in the Asian Journal of Social Psychology at the end of last month, and it 
is a follow-up to an earlier one, which sampled 1,004 adult Singapore citizens and PRs in January 
2005. 


